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4-58th AOB NCO wins bronze medal at Armed Forces Combatives
By Ken Hall
USAG-Humphreys Public Affairs

“Attack rapidly, ruthlessly, viciously, without 
rest, however tired and hungry you may be. The 
enemy will be more tired, more hungry … keep 
punching.” Gen. George S. Patton Jr.

HUMPHREYS GARRISON — When 
it comes to punching, Sgt. Hector Renteria, 
an air traffic controller with 4-58th Airfield 
Operations Battalion has spent more than 
20 years developing his ability to dominate 
opponents in close quarters combatives. 

Recently, he traveled to Camp Pendleton, 
Calif. to fight for the 5th Annual U.S. 
Armed Forces Combatives Championships 
heavyweight title.  Renteria battled his 
way through eight competitors to a bronze 
medal finish. 

Army Rangers developed the Army 
Combatives training system during the 
1990’s as a way to survive in close combat 
without the use of weapons.  Combatives 
competitions resemble the mixed martial 
arts fighting sport of Pankration, an athletic 
event that combines techniques of both 
boxing and wrestling.

“The combatives championship was 
a one-day event, with more than 120 
representatives from all military service 
branches,” said Renteria, who won a silver 
medal in the middle weight class at last 
year’s AFCC.  “I really wanted to compete 
again to keep with tradition and feel the 
adrenaline rush.”

Renteria received full support from his 
chain of command to use his leave and make 
the long journey across the Pacific Ocean to 

the southern California coast.
“Competitions like Army Combatives 

are important for character and experience,” 

said Sgt. Maj. Ronald Evans, 4-58th 
AOB battalion sergeant major. “A lot of 
the training required to be successful in 

combatives was done on his own time and 
his dedication shows our junior Soldiers 
what it takes to be a warrior.”

Renteria arrived two days before the 
championships and didn’t waste any time 
on the ground. He linked up with a former 
martial arts instructorin San Diego for some 
refresher training. 

“Many of the teams that participate in 
combatives train full-time,” said Renteria. 
“Unlike my last duty station in Alabama, at 
Humphreys, I’m at a disadvantage because I 
don’t have a trainer or a mixed martial arts 
team to train with.”

Renter ia’s  AFCC bronze  medal 
performance was not what he had in mind 
after his silver medal finish at last year’s 
championships, but his efforts were not 
without long-term success. 

“We all have something to prove, whether 
it’s baseball, basketball or combatives to make 
us stand out in the crowd,” said Renteria. 
“In combatives, we score points based on 
strikes, throws and submissions. This year, 
my final opponent and I both went for the 
same submission hold, but he was able to get 
it a split second before I did. While striking 
points help, it’s the submission holds that 
basically win the match.”

The AFCC is sanctioned by the USA 
Federation of Pankration Athlima. Since 
the AFCC is a sanctioned competition, 
Renteria and all top three placers in the 
open weight classes qualified for the USA 
World Pankration Team Trials June 21, in 
Milwaukee, Wis.  Winners from the nine 
open weight classes will represent Team USA 
at the World Pankration Championships at 
Siauliai, Lithuania, Sept. 11- 14, 2009. 

By Lori Yerdon
USAG-Humphreys Public Affairs

HUMPHREYS GARRISON — The 
doors to Humphreys’ Army Traffic Safety 
Training Facility opened here Monday 
making Humphreys the only overseas Army 
installation to have such a facility.

“What this (facility and Army Traffic 
Safety Training program) is going to do is 
augment driver’s training programs that 
unit commanders currently have in place,” 
said Randy Turnage, U.S. Army Garrison 
Humphreys safety manager. 

The facility cost approximately $500,000 
and took almost three years to build.  It is 
equipped with one motorcycle simulator 
and 25 driving station simulators, affording 
Soldiers with little or no experience driving, 
an opportunity to learn and hone their skills 
before getting behind the wheel of a car or 
on a motorcycle.

The driving stations allow students to 
practice driving a standard or automatic 
transmission vehicle and each simulator 
has three monitors that flash various traffic 
scenarios for the students to negotiate; 
various weather conditions such as fog, 
snow or rain may become factors for drivers 
as well. 

The motorcycle simulator has a sports 
bike chassis and, like the driving stations, 
riders learn to operate a motorcycle under 
numerous weather and traffic driven 

scenarios.  A unique aspect of this simulator 
is its full-motion capability that gives riders 
a realistic riding experience.

During the opening ceremony several 
volunteers test-drove the simulators and 
were amazed.

After driving the motorcycle simulator, 
20 year veteran rider Master Sgt. William 
Harris, 527th Military Intelligence Battalion, 
said the experience was different.  

“I really had to go back to the basics 
on how to ride in order to keep upright,” 

he said.  “The simulator is good, especially 
for inexperienced riders so they can learn 
the basics.”

The simulators are not just for beginner  
drivers – skilled motorcyclists and motorists 
can use the facility to brush up on their 
driving skills.

With the opening of the facility, students 
will complete a one hour training session on 
the motorcycle simulator before attending 
the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Basic 
Riders’ Course. Using the simulator will 
help students learn the fundamentals of 
riding before hitting the highway.

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation rider’s 
course is a requirement for all Soldiers 
wishing to ride their motorcycles on or off 
military installations. 

“We (Humphreys Garrison) have been 
accident free in privately owned vehicles, 
non tactical vehicles, Army tactical vehicles 
and motorcycles over the last three years here 
at Humphreys,” Turnage said. “Hopefully 
with the addition of this facility coupled 
with active safety programs, we’ll be able 
to continue to provide a safe future for 
Humphreys’ community members. We want 
to put this new traffic safety training facility 
to good use – give us a call,” said Turnage.

For more information on motorcycle 
riding requirements or on class schedules 
at Humphreys’ Army Traffic Safety Training 
Facility, contact the garrison safety office at 
754-6000, 6001, or 6002.

Pvt. Rand Burd, 4-58th Airfield Operations Battalion practices his skills at a driving station at 
the new USAG-Humphreys Army Traffic Safety Facility as Lt. Col. Joel Kain, commander 4-58th 
AOB looks on.  The USAG-Humphreys facility opened Monday and is the only one of its kind 
at an Army installation overseas.  The training facility features 25 driving station simulators and 
one motorcycle simulator. Download this and other high resolution photos at www.flickr.com/
photos/usaghumphreys/ — U.S. Army photo by Lori Yerdon

Humphreys Garrison opens only overseas Army Traffic Safety Training Facility

The Modern Army Cambatives Program began in 1995 with the 2nd Ranger Battalion and has 
spread at the grass roots level around the Army. MCAP has been incorperated into Army Field  
Manual 3-25.150, and Basic Combatives is one of the forty Warrior Core Tasks of the Warrior 
Ethos initiative. — Illustration courtesy www.infantry.army.mil/combatives homepage




